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10 Best Pre-Apocalyptic Novels and Short stories – 1 
Step into the realm of pre-apocalyptic novels, where the allure of imminent catastrophe intertwines with thought-provoking narratives. These captivating stories offer readers a glimpse into worlds teetering on the precipice of disaster. Delving into a range of themes from environmental collapse to technological upheaval, these ten pre-apocalyptic novels ignite our imagination and stir contemplation about the fate of humanity. Join us on an exhilarating journey through these literary works, as we explore the best of the best in this genre.
Within the pages of these novels, you will encounter pre-pandemic landscapes and post-pandemic landscapes intertwined, desolate dystopias, and the challenges faced by individuals navigating the aftermath of global crises. These stories delve into the resilience of the human spirit, the complexities of moral choices, and the unraveling of societies on the brink. Prepare to be transported to vividly imagined worlds, where survival instincts clash with the fragility of our existence. Brace yourself for an exploration of the human condition in extraordinary circumstances as we unravel the ten best pre-apocalyptic novels that will leave an indelible mark on your literary journey.
If you are interested in changing to other stories, perhaps you can try 20 darkest short stories about Serial Killers or perhaps read about the 20 bdy horror short stories.
Also You can download a free PDF copy of the 20 best pre-apocalyptic novels and short stories right below.
“The Last Policeman” by Ben H. Winters
As I embarked on the thrilling journey of “The Last Policeman” by Ben H. Winters, I found myself immersed in a dystopian world on the brink of catastrophe. Winters’ masterful storytelling skillfully weaves together elements of mystery, suspense, and existential contemplation.
Set against the backdrop of an impending asteroid collision with Earth, the novel follows Detective Hank Palace as he doggedly pursues a murder investigation amidst a society spiraling into chaos. In this chilling landscape, where hope seems all but lost, Palace remains committed to his duty, holding onto a sense of purpose even as the world crumbles around him.
Winters’ evocative prose and meticulous attention to detail breathe life into the narrative, creating a palpable sense of tension and impending doom. Through Palace’s relentless pursuit of justice, the novel explores timeless questions about the value of life, morality, and the search for meaning in the face of inevitable destruction.
“The Last Policeman” is a testament to Winters’ ability to craft multi-dimensional characters and immerse readers in a richly imagined world. The story not only delivers a compelling mystery but also prompts introspection about the fragility of human existence and the choices we make in the face of impending doom.
I would rate “The Last Policeman” by Ben H. Winters a solid 9 out of 10. It is a captivating and thought-provoking novel that combines elements of detective fiction with existential reflection, offering a unique and engaging reading experience. Prepare to be gripped by Winters’ compelling storytelling as you accompany Detective Hank Palace on his quest for truth in a world that seems destined for destruction.
“Countdown City” by Ben H. Winters
“Countdown City” is the second book in the “Last Policeman” trilogy written by Ben H. Winters. In this installment, we continue to follow Detective Hank Palace in his relentless quest for truth and justice, set against the backdrop of an impending asteroid collision that will lead to the end of the world.
In “Countdown City,” society has further deteriorated as the apocalypse draws nearer. Hank, now working as a private investigator, is approached by his childhood babysitter who seeks his help in finding her missing husband. Reluctantly drawn into the case, Hank navigates a crumbling world plagued by desperation and lawlessness, searching for answers and encountering various challenges along the way.
Ben H. Winters skillfully portrays the increasing tension and chaos in this pre-apocalyptic world, immersing readers in a dark and uncertain atmosphere. Through Hank’s determined and introspective perspective, the novel explores themes of human connection, survival, and the pursuit of truth when all hope seems lost.
I would rate “Countdown City” by Ben H. Winters an 8.5 out of 10. This gripping continuation of the “Last Policeman” series maintains the momentum established in the first book, delving deeper into the complexities of Hank Palace’s character and the deteriorating society around him. Winters’ engaging writing style and the exploration of existential questions make “Countdown City” a compelling read that will keep you eagerly turning the pages. Prepare to be immersed in a world on the brink of destruction as Hank Palace navigates the countdown to the end with determination and a relentless pursuit of justice.
“World of Trouble” by Ben H. Winters
The novel “World of Trouble” is the third and final book in the “Last Policeman” trilogy written by Ben H. Winters. It follows the protagonist, Detective Hank Palace, as he continues his pursuit of truth and justice in a world that is facing an imminent apocalypse due to an asteroid collision.
In “World of Trouble,” Hank Palace finds himself on a mission to locate his missing sister while grappling with the knowledge that the end of the world is near. As chaos and desperation grip society, Hank’s determination and resilience are put to the ultimate test. Along the way, he encounters various characters and confronts the grim reality of a collapsing civilization.
Ben H. Winters masterfully combines elements of mystery, suspense, and apocalyptic fiction to create a gripping narrative that explores themes of human resilience, morality, and the search for meaning in the face of impending doom.
I would rate “World of Trouble” by Ben H. Winters an 8 out of 10. This concluding novel in the “Last Policeman” trilogy delivers a satisfying and thought-provoking conclusion to the series. Winters’ skillful storytelling, well-developed characters, and compelling exploration of existential themes make it a captivating read. Prepare to be engrossed in the gripping world Winters has crafted as Hank Palace navigates the complexities of a crumbling society while holding onto his relentless pursuit of truth and justice.
“The Age of Miracles” by Karen Thompson Walker 
“The Age of Miracles” is a novel written by Karen Thompson Walker that explores the repercussions of a phenomenon known as “The Slowing,” where the Earth’s rotation begins to slow down, gradually lengthening the length of days and nights. The story is told from the perspective of Julia, an eleven-year-old girl, as she navigates the challenges of adolescence in a world undergoing a drastic environmental change.
As the days stretch longer and longer, the world faces a multitude of consequences. Natural disasters become more frequent, crops fail, and wildlife struggles to adapt. Amidst this backdrop, Julia grapples with the typical struggles of adolescence, including friendships, first love, and the unraveling of her parents’ marriage.
Karen Thompson Walker’s poignant prose captures the sense of unease and uncertainty that permeates society during this extraordinary time. Through Julia’s eyes, we witness the resilience of the human spirit, the complex dynamics of relationships, and the deep-seated desire for normalcy in the face of a rapidly changing world.
I would rate “The Age of Miracles” by Karen Thompson Walker an 8.5 out of 10. The novel skillfully blends coming-of-age themes with an imaginative and thought-provoking premise. Walker’s evocative storytelling and richly drawn characters draw readers into a world where the boundaries of reality are tested. Prepare to be captivated by Julia’s journey as she navigates the challenges of growing up in a world where time itself is in flux.
“Station Eleven” by Emily St. John Mandel 
“Station Eleven” is a post-apocalyptic novel written by Emily St. John Mandel that offers a unique and introspective take on the aftermath of a devastating global pandemic. The story seamlessly weaves together multiple narratives, both before and after the pandemic, as it explores the interconnected lives of various characters.
In “Station Eleven,” a flu pandemic sweeps across the world, decimating the population and dismantling society as we know it. The novel follows a troupe of actors and musicians known as the Traveling Symphony, who navigate the desolate landscapes, performing Shakespearean plays and preserving remnants of art and culture.
Emily St. John Mandel’s exquisite prose immerses readers in a world where the comforts of civilization have been replaced by the struggle for survival and the search for meaning. Through beautifully rendered characters and hauntingly evocative scenes, the novel explores themes of loss, resilience, and the enduring power of art to provide solace and connection amidst chaos.
I would rate “Station Eleven” by Emily St. John Mandel a solid 9 out of 10. This exceptional novel masterfully combines elements of post-apocalyptic fiction, literary artistry, and profound meditations on human existence. Mandel’s storytelling prowess captivates readers, evoking a deep emotional resonance as we navigate the haunting landscapes and complex relationships of the characters. Prepare to be swept away by the lyrical beauty of “Station Eleven” as it explores the profound impact of a pandemic on humanity and the enduring significance of art in our lives.
“Acceptance” by Jeff VanderMeer
“Acceptance” is the third and final book in Jeff VanderMeer’s mesmerizing Southern Reach Trilogy, following the acclaimed novels “Annihilation” and “Authority.” This captivating science fiction series delves into the mysteries of the enigmatic Area X, an eerie and ever-changing wilderness that holds dark secrets.
In “Acceptance,” VanderMeer weaves together the perspectives of multiple characters, including the enigmatic Control, the biologist, and others, as they confront the unknown forces at play within Area X. The boundaries between reality and unreality blur, revealing the complex and enigmatic nature of the landscape.
VanderMeer’s exquisite prose creates an atmosphere of haunting beauty, drawing readers deeper into the surreal and unsettling world of Area X. Through atmospheric descriptions and intricate storytelling, “Acceptance” explores themes of identity, the nature of existence, and the impact of human intervention on the natural world.
I would rate “Acceptance” by Jeff VanderMeer an 8 out of 10. The novel expertly concludes the Southern Reach Trilogy, offering answers to some of the series’ enduring mysteries while leaving room for contemplation and interpretation. VanderMeer’s vivid imagination and atmospheric storytelling make “Acceptance” a compelling read for fans of thought-provoking science fiction. Prepare to be drawn into the intricate web of Area X one last time as the trilogy reaches its stunning conclusion.
“Slutet” by Mats Strandberg
“Slutet” is a post-apocalyptic novel that takes place in the aftermath of a global catastrophe. The story follows a group of survivors as they navigate the challenges of a world on the brink of collapse. Struggling to find safety, resources, and hope, the characters must confront their fears and make difficult choices to ensure their survival.
Mats Strandberg, known for his captivating storytelling, brings a sense of realism and intensity to the narrative. With well-drawn characters and a vividly depicted world, “Slutet” explores themes of resilience, human nature, and the bonds that form in times of adversity.
“Annihilation” by Jeff VanderMeer
“Annihilation” is the first book in the Southern Reach Trilogy written by Jeff VanderMeer. This mesmerizing science fiction novel introduces readers to the mysterious and enigmatic world of Area X, a remote and uninhabited area cut off from the rest of civilization by an invisible border.
The story follows a team of four women—a biologist, an anthropologist, a surveyor, and a psychologist—as they embark on an expedition into the heart of Area X. As they navigate the bewildering landscape filled with inexplicable phenomena and unsettling secrets, they must confront their own fears, unravel the mysteries of the environment, and grapple with the psychological and physical transformations that occur within the group.
Jeff VanderMeer’s lyrical prose and atmospheric storytelling create an eerie and haunting atmosphere, immersing readers in the enigma of Area X. “Annihilation” delves into themes of identity, nature, and the boundaries of perception, challenging our understanding of the world and our place within it.
I would rate “Annihilation” by Jeff VanderMeer a solid 9 out of 10. This exceptional novel introduces a unique and thought-provoking premise, blending elements of science fiction, psychological suspense, and ecological mystery. VanderMeer’s vivid imagination and evocative writing style make “Annihilation” a captivating read that will leave you craving answers and eager to explore the subsequent books in the trilogy. Prepare to be transported to the enigmatic and unsettling world of Area X as you accompany the team on their mesmerizing and disquieting journey.
“Sheltered” – comic book by Ed Brisson
“Sheltered” is a gripping comic book series written by Ed Brisson. The story takes place in a secluded survivalist compound known as Safe Haven, where a group of families have been preparing for the impending apocalypse. However, the fragile balance within the community is shattered when a young girl named Victoria discovers a dark secret that threatens their way of life.
As the truth unravels, tensions rise and paranoia sets in, leading to a series of intense and suspenseful events. “Sheltered” explores themes of trust, morality, and the lengths people are willing to go to protect themselves and their loved ones.
Ed Brisson’s storytelling prowess shines in “Sheltered,” offering a gripping narrative that keeps readers on the edge of their seats. The characters are well-developed, and their complex relationships and internal conflicts add depth to the story. The artwork, contributed by talented artists, complements the tense atmosphere, enhancing the reading experience.
I would rate “Sheltered” by Ed Brisson an 8 out of 10. This comic book series delivers a compelling and suspenseful storyline with well-crafted characters and intriguing plot twists. Fans of survivalist narratives and psychological thrillers will find themselves engrossed in the morally ambiguous world of Safe Haven. Prepare to be captivated by the secrets and struggles within this gripping tale of survival and the lengths people will go to protect what they hold dear.
“The Water Knife” by Paolo Bacigalupi
“The Water Knife” is a riveting pre-apocalyptic novel written by Paolo Bacigalupi. Set in the near future, the story takes place in a drought-ridden American Southwest where water scarcity has led to severe conflicts and a struggle for control over the region’s most valuable resource.
In this harsh and unforgiving world, the novel follows the lives of three central characters: Angel, a ruthless “water knife” employed by a powerful corporation to secure water rights; Lucy, a journalist investigating corruption and water-related conspiracies; and Maria, a young refugee searching for a better life amidst the chaos.
Through Bacigalupi’s gritty and atmospheric prose, “The Water Knife” explores themes of greed, desperation, and the consequences of environmental degradation. The novel offers a compelling critique of the consequences of human actions and the potential societal breakdown that can result from the scarcity of vital resources.
I would rate “The Water Knife” by Paolo Bacigalupi a solid 9 out of 10. The novel’s captivating storyline, well-drawn characters, and evocative world-building combine to create a thought-provoking and immersive reading experience. Bacigalupi’s exploration of water scarcity and its impact on society serves as a cautionary tale, raising important questions about our relationship with the environment and the potential ramifications of our actions. Prepare to be engrossed in this compelling pre-apocalyptic tale that highlights the fragile balance between human survival and the dwindling resources we rely on.
“The Children of Men” by P.D. James
“The Children of Men” is a dystopian pre-apocalyptic novel written by P.D. James. Set in a future world where human fertility has mysteriously ceased, the story follows Theo Faron, a former historian living in a bleak and despairing society.
In this grim reality, the absence of children has led to a crumbling society, with governments and institutions losing hope and purpose. As Theo becomes entangled in a dangerous plot to protect a young pregnant woman, he embarks on a journey that challenges his beliefs and forces him to confront the darkness of human nature.
P.D. James’ masterful storytelling and rich character development make “The Children of Men” a compelling exploration of themes such as hope, despair, and the value of life. The novel delves into the profound psychological and emotional impact of a world without children, exposing the fragility of societal structures and the human capacity for resilience.
I would rate “The Children of Men” by P.D. James an 8.5 out of 10. The novel offers a thought-provoking and immersive reading experience, with its compelling premise and skillful execution. James’ ability to create a believable and unsettling future world, combined with her examination of human nature under extreme circumstances, makes this novel a standout in the pre-apocalyptic genre. Prepare to be captivated by the depth of emotions and the philosophical questions raised as you journey through a world devoid of hope for future generations.
“The Passage” by Justin Cronin
“The Passage” is an epic pre-apocalyptic novel written by Justin Cronin. This gripping tale spans generations, combining elements of horror, science fiction, and post-apocalyptic survival.
In “The Passage,” a government experiment gone wrong unleashes a viral outbreak that transforms humans into bloodthirsty creatures known as virals. As civilization collapses, a group of survivors seeks refuge, forming a fragile community known as the Colony. Within this community, a young girl named Amy holds the key to humanity’s survival.
Justin Cronin’s vivid and atmospheric prose immerses readers in a world teetering on the brink of destruction. The novel weaves together multiple narratives, following the lives of various characters as they navigate the treacherous landscape, battle the virals, and unravel the mysteries surrounding Amy.
“The Passage” explores themes of humanity, love, sacrifice, and the resilience of the human spirit in the face of overwhelming odds. With its richly developed characters and sweeping storytelling, Cronin creates a captivating and immersive reading experience.
I would rate “The Passage” by Justin Cronin a solid 9 out of 10. This expansive and engrossing novel combines elements of horror, adventure, and human drama in a way that keeps readers hooked from beginning to end. Cronin’s intricate world-building, compelling characters, and masterful storytelling make “The Passage” a standout in the pre-apocalyptic genre. Prepare to be swept away in this dark and haunting journey as humanity fights for survival against unimaginable odds.
“The Dog Stars” by Peter Heller
“The Dog Stars” is a captivating pre-apocalyptic novel written by Peter Heller. Set in a post-pandemic world where humanity has been decimated by a deadly flu, the story follows Hig, a pilot living in a small airplane hangar with his dog, Jasper, and a survivalist named Bangley.
In this desolate landscape, Hig yearns for connection and a sense of purpose. When he hears a faint transmission on his radio, he embarks on a risky journey in search of the source, hoping to find signs of life beyond the bleak existence he knows.
Peter Heller’s evocative prose and Hig’s introspective narration create a poignant and introspective atmosphere throughout the novel. “The Dog Stars” explores themes of isolation, loss, resilience, and the enduring power of hope in the face of adversity.
I would rate “The Dog Stars” by Peter Heller an 8 out of 10. This novel offers a unique and introspective take on the pre-apocalyptic genre, with its lyrical writing style and deeply human characters. Heller’s portrayal of Hig’s internal struggles and his yearning for connection in a broken world resonates with readers. Prepare to be immersed in a hauntingly beautiful and thought-provoking story that examines the fragility of existence and the enduring spirit of survival.
“The Age of Miracles” by Karen Thompson Walker
“The Age of Miracles” is a poignant pre-apocalyptic novel written by Karen Thompson Walker. Set in a world where the rotation of the Earth gradually slows down, the story is narrated by Julia, an eleven-year-old girl coming of age amidst the unsettling changes affecting the planet.
As the days and nights grow longer, the natural rhythms of life are disrupted, causing widespread panic and upheaval. Society grapples with the consequences of “the slowing” as people adapt to the new reality and face the uncertainty of what lies ahead.
Karen Thompson Walker’s evocative prose beautifully captures Julia’s voice as she navigates the challenges of adolescence while grappling with the impending catastrophe. “The Age of Miracles” explores themes of resilience, family dynamics, and the fragility of human existence in the face of irreversible change.
I would rate “The Age of Miracles” by Karen Thompson Walker a solid 9 out of 10. The novel’s unique premise and the author’s ability to depict the personal impact of a global crisis through the eyes of a young protagonist make it a captivating and thought-provoking read. Walker skillfully blends coming-of-age elements with a pre-apocalyptic backdrop, creating a compelling narrative that explores both the grand-scale implications of the Earth’s transformation and the intimate struggles of one girl finding her place in an uncertain world. Prepare to be moved by this poignant and beautifully written exploration of humanity’s resilience and the enduring power of hope.
“The Stand” by Stephen King
“The Stand” is an epic pre-apocalyptic novel by renowned author Stephen King. In this gripping tale, a deadly strain of influenza known as Captain Trips wipes out most of the world’s population, leaving only a small number of survivors to navigate a desolate and decaying society.
As society collapses and chaos reigns, the survivors find themselves drawn to two opposing forces: the benevolent Mother Abagail and the malevolent Randall Flagg. These central figures represent the forces of good and evil, and their followers are compelled to choose sides in a climactic battle for the soul of humanity.
Stephen King’s masterful storytelling and intricate character development bring “The Stand” to life. Through multiple interconnected narratives, he delves into themes of good versus evil, the resilience of the human spirit, and the breakdown of civilization.
I would rate “The Stand” by Stephen King a resounding 9.5 out of 10. This monumental work of fiction showcases King’s ability to create a vast and immersive world while exploring the depths of human nature. With its memorable characters, intricate plotting, and a masterful blend of horror, suspense, and introspection, “The Stand” stands as a timeless classic in the pre-apocalyptic genre. Brace yourself for a rich and unforgettable journey into a world forever changed by a devastating pandemic and the battle for the soul of humanity.
“Oryx and Crake” by Margaret Atwood
“Oryx and Crake” is a compelling pre-apocalyptic novel written by Margaret Atwood. Set in a dystopian future, the story follows Snowman, a man seemingly alone in a world devastated by a series of catastrophic events.
As Snowman navigates the desolate wasteland, he reflects on his past life as Jimmy and his complex relationship with the enigmatic figures of Oryx and Crake. Through flashbacks, Atwood unravels the intricate web of scientific experimentation, corporate power, and ecological devastation that led to the downfall of civilization.
Atwood’s thought-provoking prose delves into themes of genetic engineering, environmental degradation, and the ethical implications of scientific advancements. “Oryx and Crake” explores the fragility of human existence, the consequences of unchecked technological progress, and the enduring power of human connection.
I would rate “Oryx and Crake” by Margaret Atwood a solid 9 out of 10. Atwood’s skillful storytelling, complex characters, and chillingly plausible depiction of a future gone awry make this novel a standout in the pre-apocalyptic genre. Prepare to be captivated by the dark and haunting world she has created, and the questions it raises about the potential consequences of humanity’s actions. “Oryx and Crake” serves as a cautionary tale, urging us to consider the ethical ramifications of our pursuit of knowledge and power.
“The Road” by Cormac McCarthy
“The Road” is a harrowing pre-apocalyptic novel written by Cormac McCarthy. Set in a post-apocalyptic world devastated by an unspecified cataclysm, the story follows a father and his young son as they journey across a desolate landscape in search of safety and hope.
As they navigate the ashen ruins of civilization, the father and son face unimaginable hardships, encounter desperate survivors, and confront the constant threat of starvation and violence. Their unwavering bond and determination to survive in the face of overwhelming despair form the heart of the novel.
Cormac McCarthy’s spare and haunting prose captures the bleakness of the world and the sheer resilience of the human spirit. “The Road” delves into themes of love, loss, morality, and the lengths to which a parent will go to protect their child.
I would rate “The Road” by Cormac McCarthy a resounding 9.5 out of 10. McCarthy’s masterful storytelling, poetic language, and powerful imagery make this novel an unforgettable journey through darkness and redemption. It is a deeply affecting exploration of humanity’s capacity for both cruelty and compassion in the face of utter devastation. Prepare to be emotionally moved by this haunting and thought-provoking masterpiece that challenges us to reflect on the fragility of our existence and the enduring power of love in the most desperate of times.
Conclusion:
These 20 pre-apocalyptic novels invite readers to contemplate the fragility of our existence, the consequences of our choices, and the resilience of the human spirit. Each story offers a unique lens through which we can explore the moral, societal, and psychological implications of a world on the brink of destruction. Whether you seek tales of survival, social commentary, or philosophical musings, these novels are sure to leave a lasting impression. So, dive into these captivating narratives and let your imagination soar as you contemplate the mysteries of our pre-apocalyptic world.
20 best pre-apocalyptic novels and short stories – PDF
Pre-apocalyptic novels and short stories are a unique and unsettling exploration of the limits and fragility of the human form when placed under extreme stress. These 20 examples showcase the immense talent of renowned authors who have dared to push the boundaries of imagination, instilling a sense of unease that lingers long after the final page. So, if you have a taste for the disturbing and are ready to explore the darkest corners of the human experience, delve into these spine-chilling tales and prepare to be enthralled and horrified in equal measure.
Please happily download the free PDF copy of the most famous pre-apocalyptic novels and short stories below.
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