
The Snows of Kilimanjaro – Summary 

"The Snows of Kilimanjaro" presents a stark portrayal of regret and mortality. The narrative unfolds 

against the backdrop of the African wilderness, where Harry, a writer, grapples with an infected leg 

wound, awaiting rescue with his wife, Helen. As the two confront the harsh realities of their 

situation, Harry's impending death becomes a catalyst for introspection. 

The story seamlessly weaves between the present and Harry's past, delving into the complexities of 

his relationships and the consequences of his life choices. Through a series of memories and 

reflections, the narrative unveils Harry's inner turmoil and the regrets that weigh heavily on him. 

Harry's character is marked by a sense of disillusionment and resignation. His writing career, once 

promising, is marred by compromises and a departure from his artistic ideals. As he faces the 

consequences of a neglected leg wound, he confronts the metaphorical decay of his creative spirit. 

The African landscape serves as a fitting backdrop for this existential contemplation, with the 

majestic Mount Kilimanjaro looming as a symbol of unattained aspirations. 

The story not only explores Harry's personal regrets but also touches upon the intricacies of his 

relationships. His marriage to Helen is tinged with bitterness and unfulfilled promises. The couple 

grapples with the emotional distance that has grown between them, and Harry's impending death 

becomes a lens through which they confront their unresolved issues. 

Throughout the narrative, Hemingway employs a spare and direct prose style, capturing the 

emotional depth of the characters and the harsh beauty of the African landscape. The dialogue is 

laden with underlying tension, revealing the unsaid and the unspoken. The use of flashbacks adds 

layers to the narrative, providing insights into Harry's past and the events that shaped his current 

state of mind. 

As Harry's physical condition deteriorates, so does his mental state. The story delves into the psyche 

of a man grappling with the inevitability of death and the haunting specters of his past. It raises 

questions about the nature of regret, the impact of compromise on one's integrity, and the pursuit 

of meaning in the face of mortality. 

In the end, "The Snows of Kilimanjaro" is a somber exploration of the human condition. It does not 

offer easy resolutions or comforting conclusions. Instead, it invites readers to confront the 

complexities of life, the weight of choices, and the inexorable march of time. Through its evocative 

storytelling and introspective tone, the narrative leaves a lingering sense of melancholy and a 

profound reflection on the fragility of human existence. 

 


