
"The Maypole of Merry Mount" by Nathaniel Hawthorne - Irony 

"The Maypole of Merry Mount" by Nathaniel Hawthorne features several instances of irony, 

contributing to the complexity of the narrative and the exploration of themes such as morality, 

human nature, and the clash between opposing ideologies. Here are key examples of irony in the 

story: 

1. Maypole Symbolism: 

 Irony: The Maypole, a symbol of revelry, love, and freedom, becomes ironic in the 

context of the Puritan society. While it represents joy and uninhibited celebration 

for the inhabitants of Merry Mount, it stands in stark contrast to the Puritans' strict 

moral code. The irony lies in the Maypole's role as both a beacon of freedom and a 

target of Puritan disapproval, highlighting the tension between the two 

communities. 

2. Endicott's Change of Heart: 

 Irony: Endicott, the Puritan leader, initially orders the destruction of the Maypole as 

a symbol of moral decadence. However, the irony arises when he has a change of 

heart and spares the Maypole, realizing the significance of love and joy. This reversal 

is ironic given the rigid moral stance of the Puritans, demonstrating the unexpected 

complexity within Endicott's character. 

3. The Marriage of Edgar and Edith: 

 Irony: The union between Edgar and Edith, a couple from Merry Mount, is presented 

ironically. While their marriage is celebrated as an expression of love and joy, it 

occurs against the backdrop of the Puritans' disapproval of the Maypole and the 

festivities. The irony lies in the stark contrast between the joyous occasion and the 

stern judgment of the Puritans. 

 


