
The Lamp at Noon by Sinclair Ross – Character Sketches 

In "The Lamp at Noon" by Sinclair Ross, there are two central characters: Ellen and Paul. Let's delve 

into character sketches for each of them: 

1. Ellen: 

 Desires and Dreams: Ellen is portrayed as a woman with dreams and desires beyond 

the harsh reality of the prairie farm. She yearns for a life with more connection, 

warmth, and emotional fulfillment. Her dreams are in stark contrast to the relentless 

toil and isolation imposed by their rural existence. 

 Struggle with Isolation: Ellen grapples with the isolation imposed by the farm and 

the unforgiving prairie landscape. Her yearning for companionship and a life beyond 

the farm intensifies as the story progresses. The constant wind, symbolizing the 

emotional and physical isolation, takes a toll on her mental state. 

 Emotional Turmoil: Throughout the narrative, Ellen experiences emotional turmoil 

due to the conflicting desires between her yearning for a different life and her 

commitment to the farm and marriage. The storm serves as a metaphor for the 

internal storms within her, reflecting the emotional turbulence she faces. 

 Symbolism of the Lamp: Ellen's plea for Paul to light the lamp is a desperate call for 

emotional connection and hope. The lamp represents her desire for a small yet 

significant source of warmth and light in the darkness of their existence. 

2. Paul: 

 Stoicism and Practicality: Paul is depicted as a stoic farmer, resilient and determined 

to make a living from the challenging prairie land. His practicality and commitment 

to his work are evident in his efforts to endure the harsh conditions and provide for 

his family. However, this practicality sometimes blinds him to the emotional needs 

of his wife. 

 Disconnect from Ellen: Despite his commitment to the farm, Paul becomes 

increasingly disconnected from Ellen's emotional struggles. His focus on survival and 

providing for the family leads him to overlook the emotional toll their isolated life 

takes on Ellen. This disconnect becomes a source of tension in their relationship. 

 Conflict with Nature: Paul's character is also in conflict with the harsh nature of the 

prairie. His efforts to tame the land and make a living from it are a constant struggle 

against the relentless wind and barren landscape. This external conflict mirrors the 

internal conflict within their marriage. 

 Reluctance and Resignation: In the climax, Paul reluctantly agrees to light the lamp 

for Ellen, symbolizing a temporary concession to her emotional needs. However, the 

story concludes with a sense of resignation, as the external forces of nature and 

circumstance overpower their attempts to find solace and connection. 



Together, Ellen and Paul represent the emotional and psychological toll of rural isolation during the 

Great Depression. Their characters are intricately woven into the fabric of the prairie landscape, 

symbolizing the broader human experience of facing adversity, dreams clashing with reality, and the 

complex dynamics within relationships strained by external challenges. 

 

 


