
Reunion by John Cheever – Themes 

Here are some prominent themes in the story: 

1. Clash of Cultures: 

o The central theme revolves around the clash between the inhabitants of Merry 

Mount and the nearby Puritan settlement. Merry Mount, with its Maypole and 

joyous celebrations, represents a community that embraces individual expression, 

love, and revelry. In contrast, the Puritans adhere strictly to moral codes and 

religious conformity. The clash of these contrasting cultures serves as a thematic 

exploration of the tensions between personal liberty and societal constraints. 

2. Individual Expression vs. Societal Norms: 

o The story explores the tension between individual expression and societal norms. 

Characters like Edgar and Edith challenge the Puritans' stern moral expectations by 

marrying amidst the festivities of Merry Mount. The Maypole becomes a symbol of 

individual expression and the desire for personal freedom, contrasting sharply with 

the expectations of the Puritan community. 

3. Symbolism of the Maypole: 

o The Maypole itself serves as a powerful thematic symbol. It represents love, 

freedom, and uninhibited celebration for the inhabitants of Merry Mount. However, 

it becomes a focal point of moral conflict with the Puritans, symbolizing the clash 

between individual expression and societal expectations. The Maypole's significance 

adds depth to the narrative, shaping the destinies of those who celebrate around it. 

4. Consequences of Defying Norms: 

o The narrative explores the consequences faced by those who defy societal norms. 

The tragic fate of the inhabitants of Merry Mount highlights the price individuals pay 

for challenging established orders. The story reflects the enduring tension between 

personal freedom and societal expectations, demonstrating the consequences of 

daring to defy prevailing cultural norms. 

5. Nuanced Morality: 

o The character of Endicott, the Puritan leader, introduces a theme of nuanced 

morality. Initially ordering the destruction of the Maypole, Endicott represents the 

uncompromising adherence to Puritan values. However, his change of heart 

showcases the internal struggle within him, highlighting the complexity of moral 

judgments and the potential for individuals to transcend societal expectations. 

6. Generational Perpetuation of Values: 

o The story touches upon the perpetuation of values across generations. The clash 

between Merry Mount and the Puritans illustrates how cultural norms are handed 



down and maintained. The adherence to established values, embodied by the 

Puritans, reflects the challenge of breaking free from societal expectations and the 

impact of generational influence on individual choices. 

 


