
Reunion by John Cheever – Analysis 

One of the central themes of the story is the clash between freedom and conformity. Merry Mount, 

with its Maypole and joyous celebrations, represents a community that embraces individual 

expression, love, and revelry. In contrast, the nearby Puritan settlement adheres strictly to moral 

codes and religious conformity. The Maypole becomes a powerful symbol embodying this clash, 

representing the tension between personal liberty and societal constraints. 

The characters, particularly Edgar and Edith, serve as vehicles for exploring the theme of individual 

expression. Their decision to marry amidst the festivities of Merry Mount challenges the Puritans' 

stern moral expectations, emphasizing the tension between personal freedom and societal norms. 

The characters within Merry Mount defy stereotypes, presenting a multidimensional view of 

individuals living outside conventional societal norms. 

The character of Endicott, the Puritan leader, adds depth to the narrative. Initially ordering the 

destruction of the Maypole, Endicott represents the uncompromising adherence to Puritan values. 

However, his change of heart introduces a nuanced perspective, showcasing the internal struggle 

within him. This inner conflict serves as a commentary on the intricate nature of morality and the 

potential for individuals to transcend societal expectations. 

Symbolism plays a crucial role in the story, with the Maypole standing as a potent symbol 

representing love, freedom, and uninhibited celebration. Its destruction becomes a focal point, 

marking the triumph of Puritan values over the unrestrained joy of Merry Mount. The Maypole 

serves as a metaphor for the clash between individual expression and societal norms, emphasizing 

the consequences faced by those who challenge established orders. 

The tragic fate of the inhabitants of Merry Mount teaches us a lot about the irreconcilable 

differences between the two communities. Despite Endicott's momentary understanding, the 

Puritans remain bound by the strict moral codes that govern their society. The story reflects the 

enduring tension between personal freedom and societal expectations, demonstrating the 

consequences of daring to defy prevailing cultural order 

 


