
Irony  in The Destructors by Graham Greene  

Let's break down the instances of irony in The Destructors by Graham Greene based on different 

kinds of irony: 

1. Planned Chaos: 

o Irony: The boys seem to be wrecking things randomly, but they actually have a 

carefully thought-out plan. 

o Explanation: Despite the apparent disorder, the destruction of the house is 

methodically planned. The irony is in the contrast between the chaotic appearance 

and the organized nature of their actions. 

2. Rebelling Against the Rich: 

o Irony: Boys from a not-so-wealthy background rebel by destroying the house of a 

rich man. 

o Explanation: It's unexpected that the less privileged boys would challenge the 

wealthier class. The irony is in the role reversal, with the boys challenging symbols of 

affluence. 

3. Destruction Leading to Creation: 

o Irony: Breaking down the old house symbolizes creating something new. 

o Explanation: While breaking things usually means chaos, in this story, it represents a 

deliberate attempt to bring about change and establish a new order. The irony lies in 

the transformative aspect of their destructive actions. 

4. Common Name, Uncommon Actions: 

o Irony: The gang calls themselves the "Wormsley Common Gang," but their activities 

are far from ordinary. 

o Explanation: Despite the ordinary-sounding name, the gang engages in unexpected 

and complex actions. The irony is in the difference between their unassuming name 

and their extraordinary behavior. 

 


