
"The Devil and Daniel Webster" is a classic American short story written by Stephen Vincent Benét in 

1936. The story is set in New Hampshire and revolves around the central character, Jabez Stone, a 

struggling farmer who makes a desperate pact with the Devil, also known as Mr. Scratch. 

Summary: 

Jabez Stone, a hardworking but impoverished farmer, faces a series of misfortunes that leave him 

feeling hopeless and desperate. Frustrated with his difficult life, he curses his fate and, in a moment 

of despair, calls upon the Devil to help him. To his shock and dismay, the Devil appears in the form of 

a slick and sinister man named Mr. Scratch. 

Mr. Scratch offers Jabez a tempting deal: in exchange for seven years of prosperity and success, 

Jabez must agree to give his soul to the Devil when the time is up. Desperate and seeing no other 

way out of his predicament, Jabez reluctantly agrees to the pact and enjoys immediate wealth and 

success as a result. 

Over the course of the seven years, Jabez amasses great wealth, but he also becomes corrupt, cruel, 

and callous, losing his sense of morality and humanity. As the end of the seven-year agreement 

approaches, Jabez realizes the true horror of his decision and regrets ever making the deal. 

In a last-ditch effort to save his soul, Jabez Stone seeks the assistance of the famous orator and 

statesman Daniel Webster. Daniel Webster is known for his eloquence and legal prowess, and he 

agrees to represent Jabez in a trial against Mr. Scratch. 

The climactic trial takes place in the dead of night, deep in the New Hampshire woods. A jury of the 

damned, consisting of notorious sinners from history, convenes to decide Jabez's fate. Daniel 

Webster delivers a powerful and persuasive speech, using his considerable skills to argue for Jabez's 

right to retain his soul. 

In a dramatic and intense showdown, Daniel Webster cleverly outwits the Devil in the courtroom, 

forcing Mr. Scratch to release Jabez from their diabolical contract. The Devil is defeated by the 

power of human goodness and the principles of justice. 

Jabez Stone is saved from eternal damnation, but he learns a valuable lesson about the 

consequences of making deals with the Devil. The story concludes with Jabez returning to a humble 

life, free from the influence of Mr. Scratch, and with a newfound appreciation for the virtues of 

honesty and integrity. 

"The Devil and Daniel Webster" is a timeless tale that explores themes of temptation, morality, and 

the power of human resilience and righteousness in the face of evil. It serves as a cautionary tale 

about the consequences of sacrificing one's principles for short-term gain and the redemptive power 

of human virtue. 

 


