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As a lover of nature and one who is stunned by the sheer beauty and ferocity of a storm, I find 

myself endlessly fascinated by the depth and changes a storm can bring to the skies and the land. 

Also as a lover of short stories, I can say without a doubt that there is a certain allure to the concise 

yet powerful nature of short stories. They possess the remarkable ability to transport us to different 

worlds, stir our emotions, and leave a lasting impact in just a few pages. Just adding the two makes 

the magic come alive... short stories about storm!!! The raw power and untamed beauty of these 

natural phenomena serve as a metaphor for the human experience, unveiling a myriad of emotions 

and transformative narratives. 

In this exhilarating journey, I invite you to embark with me as we delve into the world of storms 

through the lens of the 10 best short stories ever written on storms. Each story we encounter along 

the way encapsulates the essence of storms in its own unique way, unveiling the raw emotions and 

complex interplay between mankind and the forces of nature. 

If you are interested in changing to other stories, perhaps you can try 10 best Native American Short 

stories and Folk Tales or perhaps read about the 10 best necromancer stories. 

Short Stories about Storms 

From the timeless works of literary giants like William Shakespeare to the contemporary brilliance of 

modern authors, we will explore a diverse range of stories that harness the captivating energy of 

storms. These tales will take us on an emotional rollercoaster, weaving intricate narratives of love, 

loss, redemption, and the indomitable spirit of humanity. 

So, fasten your seatbelts and prepare for a literary adventure like no other. Let us immerse ourselves 

in the vivid imagery, the thunderous clashes, and the electrifying atmosphere as we uncover the 

profound beauty and significance of storms through the lens of these exceptional short stories. 

"The Tempest" by William Shakespeare  

"The Tempest" by William Shakespeare is a captivating play set on a remote island. The story 

revolves around the sorcerer Prospero, who uses his magic to conjure a tempest at sea, bringing his 

enemies to the island. Stranded with his daughter Miranda, Prospero manipulates the events to seek 

revenge and ultimately achieve reconciliation. 

The play explores themes of power, forgiveness, and the complexities of human nature. Prospero's 

journey from bitterness to compassion serves as a powerful reminder of the transformative power 

of forgiveness. The island itself becomes a metaphorical space where characters confront their own 

inner storms, allowing for personal growth and redemption. 

My Rating: 9/10 - With its masterful blend of magic, humor, and profound character development, 

"The Tempest" by William Shakespeare earns a resounding 9 out of 10. The play's themes and 

messages resonate strongly, and Shakespeare's rich symbolism and poetic language leave a lasting 

impact on the audience. It is a thought-provoking exploration of human relationships and the power 

of forgiveness, making it an essential read for any literature enthusiast. 

"The Storm" by Kate Chopin  
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"The Storm" by Kate Chopin is a provocative short story set in Louisiana during a tumultuous storm. 

The narrative centers around the character of Calixta, a married woman left alone at home while her 

husband and son seek shelter from the approaching tempest. As the rain intensifies, Calixta 

encounters her former lover, Alcée, who seeks refuge from the storm. 

As the storm rages outside, the passion between Calixta and Alcée rekindles, leading to a passionate 

encounter. Meanwhile, Calixta's husband and son return home, seemingly unaware of the brief 

affair that took place. 

Through this intense and controversial story, Chopin explores themes of sexual desire, societal 

constraints, and the liberation found within moments of abandon. "The Storm" challenges 

traditional notions of morality and social expectations, shedding light on the complexities of human 

desires and the power of nature to awaken suppressed emotions. 

Rating: 8/10 

"The Storm" by Kate Chopin earns a rating of 8 out of 10. The story's bold exploration of taboo 

desires and its evocative portrayal of the storm as a catalyst for human passions make it a 

compelling read. Chopin's vivid descriptions and her ability to delve into the inner lives of her 

characters contribute to the story's lasting impact. However, its controversial themes and departure 

from societal norms may polarize readers. Nonetheless, "The Storm" remains a thought-provoking 

and resonant tale that pushes boundaries and challenges conventional storytelling. 

"The Veldt" by Ray Bradbury 

"The Veldt" by Ray Bradbury is a haunting short story that takes place in a futuristic home. The 

narrative follows George and Lydia Hadley, parents to Wendy and Peter, who live in a technologically 

advanced house that can simulate any environment through its nursery. 

As the story unfolds, the nursery becomes a focal point of concern. It depicts an African veldt 

(grassland) populated by realistic lions, where the children spend an alarming amount of time. 

George and Lydia start to worry about their children's obsession with the virtual reality, recognizing 

its potential harm. 

Their fears deepen when they discover that the nursery has become a tool for their children's 

sinister desires. The nursery's lifelike capabilities have blurred the lines between imagination and 

reality, leading the children to plot a horrifying act of revenge against their parents. 

Bradbury's "The Veldt" delves into the dangers of technology, the consequences of indulgence, and 

the loss of genuine human connection. It serves as a cautionary tale, warning of the perils of relying 

too heavily on technology and the potential dehumanization that can result. 

Rating: 9/10 

"The Veldt" by Ray Bradbury earns a rating of 9 out of 10. The story's gripping exploration of the 

dark side of technology and its thought-provoking themes make it a standout in the science fiction 

genre. Bradbury's vivid descriptions and ability to create an atmosphere of unease draw readers into 

the narrative, leaving a lasting impression. "The Veldt" serves as a stark reminder to critically 



examine the role of technology in our lives and the importance of maintaining authentic human 

connections. 

The Typhoon by Joseph Conrad 

I recently found myself immersed in the gripping pages of Joseph Conrad's masterpiece, "The 

Typhoon." Set against the backdrop of a raging storm at sea, this short story takes readers on a 

tumultuous journey that explores the power of nature and the resilience of the human spirit. 

Conrad's vivid descriptions effortlessly transport you onto the deck of the Nan-Shan, a steamer 

caught in the clutches of a mighty typhoon. With each turn of the page, I found myself holding my 

breath, captivated by the raw intensity and vivid imagery. The storm becomes an ominous character 

in its own right, looming over the crew and challenging their very existence. 

The narrative follows the valiant efforts of Captain MacWhirr, a stoic and steadfast leader, as he 

navigates through treacherous waters, battling against the elements. Conrad's ability to delve into 

the psychological depths of his characters adds a layer of complexity to the story, making it more 

than just a tale of survival. "The Typhoon" is a haunting exploration of man's struggle against the 

overwhelming forces of nature. It serves as a reminder of our vulnerability and the awe-inspiring 

might of the world around us. Conrad's masterful storytelling and impeccable attention to detail 

draw you in and leave you breathless until the final page. 

With its immersive narrative and thought-provoking themes, "The Typhoon" deserves a solid rating 

of 9 out of 10. It is a captivating tale that will leave you both exhilarated and humbled, a testament 

to Conrad's enduring literary prowess. Prepare to be swept away on a thrilling voyage into the heart 

of nature's fury. 

"Blizzard" by Guy de Maupassant  

"Blizzard" by Guy de Maupassant is a chilling short story that plunges readers into the heart of a 

relentless winter storm. Through its vivid imagery and poignant storytelling, Maupassant crafts a 

narrative that explores the fragility of human existence and the indomitable spirit that emerges in 

the face of adversity. 

The story revolves around a group of travelers seeking shelter from an impending blizzard in a 

remote countryside inn. As the storm rages outside, the characters become trapped, cut off from 

the outside world. Maupassant's mastery lies in his ability to create an oppressive atmosphere, 

conveying a sense of isolation and impending doom that seeps into the reader's bones. 

Through the eyes of the characters, we witness their desperation and the struggle to maintain sanity 

amidst the harsh conditions. Maupassant delves into the depths of human nature, exploring themes 

of fear, survival, and the lengths people will go to protect themselves. 

"Blizzard" is a haunting tale that lingers in the mind long after the final page. Maupassant's prose is 

elegant and atmospheric, drawing readers into the characters' world and evoking a sense of 

empathy for their plight. The story serves as a stark reminder of the unpredictable forces of nature 

and the tenacity required to weather life's storms. 



I would rate "Blizzard" by Guy de Maupassant an 8 out of 10. It is a captivating story that showcases 

Maupassant's ability to delve into the human psyche and explore the depths of our primal instincts. 

Prepare to be enthralled by the wintry landscapes and the psychological turmoil that unfolds within. 

"A Temporary Matter" by Jhumpa Lahiri 

In "A Temporary Matter" by Jhumpa Lahiri, readers are invited into an intimate exploration of loss, 

communication, and the complexities of relationships. Lahiri's poignant storytelling and insightful 

prose paint a vivid picture of a couple's struggle to navigate the darkness that has enveloped their 

lives. 

The story revolves around Shoba and Shukumar, a married couple grappling with the aftermath of a 

devastating loss—the death of their stillborn child. Lahiri skillfully uses the backdrop of scheduled 

power outages, which temporarily disconnect the couple from the outside world, to illuminate the 

unspoken truths and hidden depths within their relationship. 

Through alternating perspectives and poignant conversations that unfold during these temporary 

power outages, Lahiri delves into the nuances of grief and the profound impact it has on individuals 

and their connections with others. The story beautifully captures the profound isolation that can 

exist even within the closest of relationships. 

Lahiri's evocative prose draws readers into the emotional landscape of the characters, allowing us to 

feel their pain, longing, and gradual reconciliation. "A Temporary Matter" is a testament to Lahiri's 

ability to craft complex and deeply human characters, each grappling with their own inner conflicts 

and desires. 

I would rate "A Temporary Matter" by Jhumpa Lahiri a 9 out of 10. It is a powerful and emotionally 

resonant story that explores the fragility of relationships, the weight of grief, and the potential for 

healing and connection. Prepare to be moved by Lahiri's exquisite storytelling and her ability to 

shine a light on the shadows of the human experience. 

"A Wild Swan" by Michael Cunningham 

In "A Wild Swan" by Michael Cunningham, readers are transported into a world where classic fairy 

tales are reimagined with a contemporary twist. Cunningham's collection of short stories explores 

the darker, unexplored facets of beloved tales, breathing new life into familiar characters and 

narratives. 

With exquisite prose and a keen understanding of human nature, Cunningham delves into the 

complexities of characters such as Snow White, Rapunzel, and the Ugly Duckling, presenting them in 

unconventional and thought-provoking ways. He skillfully explores themes of identity, 

transformation, and the inherent darkness that lies beneath the surface of these fairy tales. 

Each story in "A Wild Swan" is a gem in itself, offering a fresh perspective that challenges 

preconceived notions and delves into the complexities of human emotions. Cunningham's writing 

style is enchanting, weaving together contemporary language with elements of the fantastical. 



The collection serves as a poignant reminder that fairy tales are not mere children's stories but 

vessels for exploring the human condition. Cunningham's reimagined tales are haunting and 

thought-provoking, adding layers of depth and nuance to well-known narratives. 

I would rate "A Wild Swan" by Michael Cunningham an 8 out of 10. It is a captivating collection that 

offers a delightful blend of enchantment and introspection. Prepare to be mesmerized as you 

embark on a journey through the twisted and beguiling world of these reimagined fairy tales. 

"All Summer in a Day" by Ray Bradbury 

Ray Bradbury's "All Summer in a Day" is a poignant and evocative short story that takes readers on 

an emotional journey to a distant future on Venus. In this atmospheric narrative, Bradbury explores 

themes of childhood, human nature, and the profound impact of longing and loss. 

The story follows a group of schoolchildren who live on Venus, a planet shrouded in perpetual rain 

and cloud cover. They have only heard stories of the sun, as it only emerges from behind the clouds 

for a brief period every seven years. Bradbury deftly captures the anticipation and yearning of the 

children as they anxiously await this rare occurrence. 

Through the eyes of the young protagonist, Margot, Bradbury delves into the complexities of human 

emotions, depicting the stark contrast between hope and cruelty. As the children's jealousy and 

impatience reach a crescendo, the story takes an unexpected turn, revealing the consequences of 

their actions and the weight of regret. 

Bradbury's exquisite prose paints vivid images of the oppressive atmosphere on Venus, allowing 

readers to feel the stifling humidity and sense the longing for something beyond their grasp. "All 

Summer in a Day" serves as a poignant reminder of the fleeting nature of joy and the lasting impact 

of our choices. 

I would rate "All Summer in a Day" by Ray Bradbury a solid 9 out of 10. It is a beautifully crafted story 

that transports readers into a world of longing and regret, where the exploration of human emotions 

resonates long after the final page. Prepare to be moved by Bradbury's masterful storytelling and his 

ability to capture the essence of both childhood innocence and the darker aspects of human nature. 

"The Squall" by Katherine Mansfield 

"The Squall" by Katherine Mansfield is a compelling short story that delves into the complexities of 

human nature and the turbulent emotions that lie beneath the surface of seemingly ordinary lives. 

Mansfield's keen observations and evocative prose transport readers into a world of tension and 

unexpected revelations. 

The story unfolds in an Italian village, where a sudden squall disrupts the lives of its inhabitants. As 

the storm rages, the characters are forced to confront their own fears, desires, and hidden truths. 

Mansfield's astute portrayal of their inner turmoil adds depth to the narrative, revealing the complex 

layers that exist within each individual. 

Through vivid descriptions and nuanced characterization, Mansfield paints a picture of a community 

on the brink of transformation. The storm acts as a metaphor for the emotional tempest brewing 



within the characters, reflecting their unspoken desires and the conflicts that arise when confronted 

with their own vulnerabilities. 

"The Squall" showcases Mansfield's ability to capture the subtleties of human behavior and the ways 

in which external events can ignite internal transformations. While the story offers glimpses into the 

lives of various characters, it also leaves room for interpretation, encouraging readers to reflect on 

the themes of self-discovery, societal expectations, and the inherent contradictions of human 

nature. 

I would rate "The Squall" by Katherine Mansfield a 7 out of 10. It is a thought-provoking story that 

provides a window into the complexities of human emotions and the fragile balance between 

societal norms and individual desires. Mansfield's lyrical prose and insightful portrayal of her 

characters make this a compelling read that will linger in the mind, inviting readers to ponder the 

depths of their own inner storms. 

"The Rain Came" bu Grace Ogot 

Grace Ogot's "The Rain Came" is a captivating short story that weaves together themes of drought, 

spirituality, and the transformative power of nature. Set in a drought-stricken African village, Ogot's 

narrative takes readers on a journey of hope, despair, and eventual redemption. 

The story revolves around the village of Oganda, where the prolonged absence of rain has brought 

about devastation and despair. The villagers, desperate for relief, turn to their spiritual beliefs and 

rituals in a bid to invoke the heavens. Ogot skillfully explores the interplay between human agency 

and the uncontrollable forces of nature, highlighting the fragility of existence and the resilience of 

the human spirit. 

Through vivid descriptions and rich cultural imagery, Ogot creates an immersive atmosphere that 

transports readers into the heart of the village and its collective longing for rain. The story's central 

characters, particularly the village chief and his daughter, provide nuanced perspectives on tradition, 

faith, and the capacity for change. 

"The Rain Came" is a powerful exploration of the interconnectedness between humans and their 

natural environment. Ogot's storytelling prowess lies in her ability to evoke a sense of empathy for 

the characters and to paint a vivid picture of their struggles and triumphs. 

I would rate "The Rain Came" by Grace Ogot an 8 out of 10. It is a thought-provoking and poignant 

story that underscores the importance of our relationship with nature and the resilience of the 

human spirit in the face of adversity. Prepare to be transported to a world where the rain's arrival 

signifies not just a physical transformation but a profound spiritual and emotional awakening. 

"The Great Storm" by Olive Schreiner  

"The Great Storm" by Olive Schreiner is a powerful and allegorical short story that explores the 

complexities of human desires, societal expectations, and the consequences of unchecked passions. 

Schreiner's evocative storytelling and symbolic imagery create a narrative that resonates with 

readers on multiple levels. 



Set in a small rural community, the story unfolds as a massive storm approaches, stirring up 

emotions and revealing the hidden desires and conflicts simmering beneath the surface. Through 

her masterful prose, Schreiner delves into the depths of human nature, depicting the clash between 

personal longings and the societal norms that attempt to suppress them. 

As the storm intensifies, tensions rise among the characters, and their true selves are laid bare. 

Schreiner's use of the storm as a metaphor reflects the unleashed passions and the subsequent 

destruction that can occur when human desires are unleashed without restraint. 

"The Great Storm" serves as a commentary on the social constraints that limit individual freedom 

and the repercussions that can arise when these constraints are shattered. Schreiner prompts 

readers to question the balance between societal expectations and personal fulfillment, highlighting 

the conflicts that arise when these forces collide. 

I would rate "The Great Storm" by Olive Schreiner a 7 out of 10. It is a thought-provoking story that 

explores the complexities of human desires, the consequences of societal norms, and the power of 

symbolism. Schreiner's evocative prose and allegorical storytelling make this a compelling read that 

invites reflection on the intricacies of human nature and the forces that shape our lives. 

 


