
The Small Assassin – Ray Bradbury 

  

Analysis of the literary themes 

There are several literary themes in "The Small Assassin" by Ray Bradbury: 

 Fear of parenthood: Alice's fear of parenthood is a central theme of the story. She initially 

experiences joy and excitement at becoming a mother, but her fears and anxieties quickly 

turn to a sense of helplessness and vulnerability. This theme explores the challenges and 

fears that come with the responsibility of raising a child. 

 Mental illness and paranoia: Alice's descent into paranoia and delusion is another important 

theme of the story. Her fears and anxieties lead her to believe that her own child is trying to 

harm her, and she becomes increasingly isolated and detached from reality. This theme 

explores the dangers of unchecked paranoia and the importance of seeking help and 

support when struggling with mental health issues. 

 The power of the subconscious mind: The twist ending of the story reveals that the small 

assassin is not a literal threat, but rather a manifestation of Alice's own desires and fears. 

This theme explores the ways in which our own perceptions and beliefs can shape the world 

around us, and the power of the subconscious mind to create reality. 

 The dangers of isolation: Alice's increasing detachment from reality and isolation from her 

husband and the outside world is another important theme of the story. Her behavior 

becomes more erratic and dangerous as she becomes more isolated, culminating in a 

terrifying confrontation with her husband. This theme explores the importance of human 

connection and the dangers of isolation and detachment. 

 The unpredictability of life: The story also highlights the unpredictable and uncontrollable 

nature of life. Alice's fears and anxieties are based on a perceived threat from her own child, 

which is revealed to be a false assumption. This theme explores the uncertainty of life and 

the ways in which our own perceptions and beliefs can shape our understanding of reality. 

Overall, "The Small Assassin" is a complex and thought-provoking story that explores a range of 

literary themes. Bradbury's use of horror and suspense creates a memorable and unsettling tale that 

raises important questions about parenthood, mental health, and the human psyche. 

  


