
The Lion and the Gnat 

The story "The Lion and the Gnat" is a very famous Aesop's Fables story which is more than 

a few hundred years old. In this story, a gnat bothers a lion who is unable to swat it off and 

thinks that he is the greatest in the world 
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The story 

Once upon a time, there lived a Gnat who was very arrogant. He would go around saying: 

“I am the strongest in the forest! I can sting anyone. No one can even stop me since I am so 

fast!” 

One day he decided that he would sting the Lion. The Lion was asleep he stung the lion 

directly on the face. The lion roared in pain. 

“ROOOOAAAR!! Who was that! Who dares bite me?” 

He swishes his paw left and right but the Gnat was much faster. 

“Go away! Stop bothering me!” shouted the lion. 
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“Ha Ha. Do you think I’m afraid of you just because you are the king of the forest?” 

The Gnat moved fast and stung the lion on the nose. The Lion roared and struck fiercely at 

his own face. The Gnat escaped but the lion scratched himself with his own paws. 

The lion said, “ROOOOAAAR!! That hurts so much! ROOOAAAAR” 

Again and again the Gnat stung the Lion causing much pain. The Lion roared and roared. He 

scratched himself many times. Finally the Lion gave up the fight and walked away. 

The Gnat flew fast to tell the whole world about its victory against the Lion. He accidentally 

flew into a spider’s web. 

The Gnat tried to fly away but he was stuck. 

A spider came to him and said, “So, I am going to eat someone who defeated the Lion. I must 

be the greatest then.” 

  

Moral of the story: 

The moral of the Aesop's Fable is that “Pride over a success should not throw us off our 

guard.” 

  

Other stories which you can read 

The Farmer and His Sons  

The Farmer and the Cranes  

The Farmer and the Snake 

The Farmer and the Stork  

The Cat and the Birds  

  

Questions on "The Lion and the Gnat" 

1. Who are the main characters of the story? 

2. What did the gnat do? 

3. What happened in the end of the story? 

4. What is the moral of the story? 

  

Answers: 

https://childhood-stories.com/english/the-farmer-and-his-sons/
https://childhood-stories.com/english/the-farmer-and-the-cranes/
https://childhood-stories.com/english/the-farmer-and-the-snake/
https://childhood-stories.com/english/the-farmer-and-the-stork/
https://childhood-stories.com/english/the-cat-and-the-birds/


1. The main characters of the story are a Lion and a Gnat 

2. The Gnat stung the lion on the nose. The Lion roared and struck fiercely at his own 

face. The Gnat escaped but the lion scratched himself with his own paws. 

3. The Gnat flew fast to tell the whole world about its victory against the Lion. He 

accidentally flew into a spider’s web.. The Gnat tried to fly away but he was stuck. 

4. The moral of the Aesop's Fable is that “Pride over a success should not throw us off 

our guard.” 

 


