
The Fox and the Stork - Aesop's Fables 

"The Fox and the Stork" also known as "the fox and the crane" is a part of the Aesop Fables and is 

hence included into the Perry index. It is the story of how a wily and cunning fox plays tricks on 

everyone. He tricks a stork and the stork exacts its revenge. 

 The Fox and the Stork 

Story 

The fox is a very sly animal. He always wants to play tricks on every neighbor in the forest. He 

particularly loved making fun of the stork. He thought that the stork looked funny with its lock legs, 

long beak, long neck and small body. One day he thought of a brilliant plan. 

“Ohhh. This trick is very funny. I must play this trick on the Stork”, the fox thought to himself. 

He went to the Stork and pretended to be a good neighbor. The Fox said, “Hello, Mr Stork. I hope 

you are well, this fine morning.” 

The Stork replied, “Why, I am very well Mr Fox, thank you so much for asking.” 

The Fox smiled and said, “You must come home for dinner. I have caught a very tasty fish today 

morning. I wish to make and share a delicious bowl of fish soup with you.” 

Mr. Stork was very pleased. “Definitely Mr. Fox. I shall see you at your home.” 
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The stork arrived to the home of the Fox with good hunger for he loved fish soup. They chatted for a 

while and the Fox saw that the Stork was getting hungry. 

The Fox served the soup but in a very shallow plate. The stork had such a long beak that it could only 

wet the tip of its beak. He could not swallow a single drop of soup. Meanwhile, the Fox was loudly 

lapping away making loud sounds of happiness. 

The Stork was a very calm and smart bird and did not want to start a fight with the Fox. There was 

no use of fighting with the Fox. He thanked the Fox for the meal and went home hungry. 

  

The tables turned 

 

A few days later, the Stork called the fox. He went to the Fox and pretended to be a good neighbor. 

The Stork said, “Hello, Mr Fox. I hope you are well, this fine morning.” 

The Fox replied, “Why, I am very well Mr Stork, thank you so much for asking.” 

The Stork smiled and said, “You must come home for dinner. I have caught a very tasty fish today 

morning. I wish to make and share a delicious bowl of fish soup with you.” 

Mr. Fox thought about what had happened earlier but decided that the Stork was too dumb to play 

a trick on him. He said, “Definitely Mr. Stork. I shall see you at your home.” 

The fox arrived to the home of the stork with good hunger for he too loved fish soup. They chatted 

for a while. The Stork waited until the Fox was very hungry. 

The Stork served the soup but in a tall jar with a very narrow neck. The stork had such a long beak 

that he could dip his beak in and enjoy the soup. The fox could not swallow a single drop of soup 
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since the jar was too deep. The fox soon lost its temper. The stork merely said “Do not play tricks on 

your neighbors unless you can stand the same treatment yourself.”. 

  

What is the moral of the story "The Fox and the Stork"? 

The moral of the story is “Do not play tricks on your neighbors unless you can stand the same 

treatment yourself.”. The moral can also be interpreted as "Treat other as you want to be treated"! 

  

Questions and Answers on "The Fox and the Stork" 

1. What is the plot of the story "The Fox and the Stork"? 

2. Who are the main characters of the story? 

3. What trick did the fox plan? 

4. Can you explain about the ending of the story? 

5. What is the moral of the story? 

  

Answers 

1. The plot of the story is about a stag which sees its reflection in the water and is proud of its 

antlers and hates its legs which it thinks are long and ugly. 

2. The main characters of the story are a fox and a stork 

3. The Fox invited the stork home and then served the soup but in a very shallow plate. The 

stork had such a long beak that it could only wet the tip of its beak. He could not swallow a 

single drop of soup.  

4. The Stork served the soup but in a tall jar with a very narrow neck. The stork had such a long 

beak that he could dip his beak in and enjoy the soup. The fox could not swallow a single 

drop of soup since the jar was too deep. The fox soon lost its temper. 

5. The moral of the story is “Do not play tricks on your neighbors unless you can stand the 

same treatment yourself.”. The moral can also be interpreted as "Treat other as you want to 

be treated"! 

 


